2012 DATES

Thursday 9 February

Study Skills Seminar
Friday 10 February

ID Photos taken (student ID cards)
Thursday 1 March

School Athletics Day
Thursday 3 March
BOT Meeting at 5:30pm

Friday 16 to Saturday 17 March
Polyfest

Monday 26 March

Mighty Mouth here this week

Tuesday 3 April
Parents Report Afternoon
Thursday 5 April
End of Term 1



FEBRUARY 2012
1. Welcome to our 2012 school year, and particularly I welcome those parents with children at James Cook High School for the first time.  We see the education of young people as a partnership between home and school, and we appreciate speaking to you about any matters that will assist the students to make progress.  We have an excellent group of teachers and support staff here who are all committed to providing the very highest quality education for your children.  I know that with your support we can keep the highest quality staff at this school, and that together we can continue to improve the outcomes for young people of James Cook High School.

2.
As part of our programme to improve student achievement we have issued all students with a student diary.  This diary contains a lot of information about routines and procedures within the school, and also provides an opportunity for students to make notes about their work, and in particular to record all homework.  It also provides an opportunity for teachers to communicate with you as parents and for you to communicate back to us.  We will be checking diaries on a regular basis.  Please do ask to see your child’s diary, and check it at regular intervals.  If the diary is missing you may wish to contact the Dean’s secretary, Mrs Kramer on 2683950 ext 828 and she will make sure that a followup takes place.  I encourage you to take advantage of the diary and use it as a means of communication between school and home.

3.
We have developed a very quick and easy way of communicating with you regarding the attendance of your student.  If we have your mobile number we can text you in the morning if your child is away, and you can easily text back to us.  Please phone Mrs Kramer on 268 3958 or 268 3950 ext 828 and give her your mobile number, and we can ensure that we both are aware of where a student is during school hours.
4.
We will have available for parents an early report on student progress.  Reports will be posted to you on Thursday 29 March.  We see value in having a discussion with you about the year’s work, and in particular how well the student has settled to work and have scheduled a time for you to meet teachers on Tuesday 3 April from 4:00pm to 6:30pm.
5.
We will be issuing ID cards free to all students in February.  These will be used to borrow library books, and also prove identity as a James Cook High School student when needed.  Replacement cards will be available, but will cost $5.00.  We see this as a service to our students, and hence will provide the first one free.  They are also useful in establishing ID for buses, theatres etc.


6.
We have a full time Safety Officer at our school gate.  The job of the Safety Officer is to monitor all visitors to the school and check their business in coming into the school grounds.  Surveillance cameras operate in a number of places within the school to assist with the safety of students during the day.  


 7.
I prepare a Newsletter in the first week of most months, and at other times when needed. These will be posted out to parents.  The Newsletter is also available on our school website www.jchs.school.nz.  Please advise the school of any change of address or phone number, by contacting Mrs Kramer on ext 828.


8.
We have a phone for use by students in the Student Centre for essential or emergency calls only. We have an EFTPOS outlet in the Student Centre and the School Canteen for purchases only – we are not able to give cash.

9.
From time to time we are asked to deliver lunches to students during the school day.  Please note that these must fit within the school healthy food guidelines and should not include pies, fried foods, hamburgers and other similar fast foods.

10.
Students may not bring or use electronic equipment in school – mobile phones, CD players, IPods, MP3 players, radios.  Please do note that the school does not accept any responsibility for the security of those items.  I have reminded all students that under no circumstances can any of these items be used in school, and that use of these items in school will result in confiscation and a return to you.  Please support us in this matter.

11.
We have received a reminder from the Manukau City Council regarding traffic movement on Dr Pickering Avenue before and after school.  Please be aware that Parking Officers do not ask or warn parents to move vehicles from dangerous parking areas, writing infringement notices in respect of the offence.  Tickets will then be posted out to the owner of the vehicle.  Most tickets have a $60 instant fine.  Please drive carefully and slowly as the large number of students using the road creates a difficult situation.  This is for the safety of all our students, as well as the students from Leabank Primary, and we ask that you be mindful of all road rules when picking up and dropping off children. 

12.
The Board of Trustees has decided not to charge subject fees.  Most schools charge fees for materials that students use to make products in a range of practical classrooms.  The Board will meet all these costs to enable all students to complete their practical courses.  However, parents are asked to note that in areas where specialised work books and additional equipment are used students will be charged for the purchase of those items.  These are voluntary, and it is a parent and student decision to buy the additional resources.

13.
All Year 9 students will be offered an interview by the School Nurse to establish any health needs that may affect their learning.  This information will be confidential.


This discussion covers:

· Visits to a GP

· Health factors relating to home, school and friends;

· Interests outside of school;

· Education and advice on drugs, alcohol and sexual health.

If parents have any questions or concerns, please telephone the School Nurse on 268 3950 ext 860 for more information.

14.
We ask parents to note that stationery packs for Years 9 and 10 are available at the School Student Centre at a cost of $10 each.  Packs include all student stationery requirements and are extremely good value.

15.
All students have been given a Student Behaviour Guide which outlines our classroom routines, our school rules, and what happens when poor behaviour occurs.  I have enclosed a copy for your information.
Kind Regards

B E Smith

Principal



Teachers at James Cook High School are strongly committed to Te Kotahitanga, a programme of teacher professional development to improve the achievements of all students (particularly mainstreamed Maori).  It is our most important programme for raising student achievement and qualifications.  Every teacher participates in ongoing training. 
Each year our Te Kotahitanga facilitation team runs a Hui Whakarewa  at the end of January for teachers and staff who are new to the school. In 2012 we only had 8 new teachers to welcome, so we expanded our Hui  to include the staff and BOT of Weymouth Intermediate – one of our major contributing schools. 

This was an excellent Hui. We especially appreciated this opportunity to strengthen links with our community and to gain a greater understanding of the ways that both schools work and the aims that they share in common - of doing the best that we can for the tamariki and rangatahi of Manurewa.

Working with whanau is particularly important to the Te Kotahitanga programme as we recognise the real strength in schools and whanau working together. To this end we would like to encourage you all to participate in events at school as often as possible. We do have open doors and whanau are always welcome. Feel free to visit the Te Kotahitanga team, drop by for a cuppa and a chat even if you just want to find out who you should talk to, or how to approach a specific concern.  Phone contact is welcome on 268 3950 extension 902.
Please support your child by becoming involved in as many things as possible. The more you know about what is happening, the more you can help – and you do not need to wait for your child to invite you! Your involvement will increase our understanding of how best to support our rangatahi to reach their aspirations. 
Me mahi tahi tātou mō te oranga o te katoa. (We must work as one for the well - being of all.)

Nga mihi nui

Deborah Hohneck , Julian Cosgrove, Trish Savage  - Your Te Kotahitanga team.


